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Svenska Barnläkarföreningen
The Swedish Paediatric Society 


1. Current officers:
President: Dr. Per Brolin, Consultant Paediatrician, Karlstad Central Hospital
Vice-President: Professor Lena Hellström-Westas, Professor of Neonatology, Uppsala University Hospital
Secretary: Dr. Niklas Segerdahl, Consultant Paediatrician, Södra Älvsborgs Hospital, Borås
Scientific Secretary: Dr. Synnöve Lindemalm, Consultant Paediatrician, Karolinska University Hospital, Stockholm
Treasurer: Dr. Svetlana Lajic, Consultant Paediatric Endocrinologist, Karolinska University Hospital, Stockholm

2. History of the Society
Sweden has a very long paediatric tradition, dating right back to 1764, when Nils Rosén von Rosenstein published his famous book ”Diseases of Children and their Remedies”. Fredrik Berg was appointed the world’s first professor of paediatrics in 1845. Oscar Medin, who was a professor of paediatrics, initiated in 1900 the founding of ”The Swedish Paediatric Society in Stockholm”. The Swedish Paediatric Society in its current form was established in 1970 and hence celebrates its 50th anniversary this year, 2020. 
A special feature for paediatrics in Sweden has been an early interest in social and psychiatric problems. Historically, there has been a close link between primary care and hospital paediatrics and the Swedish Paediatric Society maintains a strong focus on children’s rights, social issues and the overall well-being of children.

3. Mission and Vision
The Swedish Paediatric Society works to further the development of paediatrics in Sweden and to ensure high-quality healthcare for children and young people in Sweden and beyond. 

4. Major Milestones
· In 1900, the ”Swedish Paediatric Soceity in Stockholm” was founded by Oscar Medin, a pioneer in the research on poliomyelitis (”Heine-Medin disease”).
· In 1921, the first issue of the scientific publication Acta Paediatrica was published.
· In 1934, the Swedish Paediatric Association was formed as a section of the Swedish Medical Association.
· In 1970, the scientifically and the organisationally oriented paedatric associations mentioned above merged to become te Swedish Paediatric Society in its current form.
· In 1979, Sweden became the first country in the world to ban corporal punishment of children.
· In 2006, the Swedish Paediatric Society arranged its first week-long national paediatric conference, ”Barnveckan”. It has since become a well-established national meeting with around 1,000 participants every year, as well as invited international guests.
· In 2020, the UN convention on the rights of the child became enshrined in Swedish national law. 

5. Major activities
Apart from organising ”Barnveckan” and other scientific and educational meetings and conferences, the Swedish Paediatric Society has a lively group of some twenty sub-speciality societies, which are at the forefront of research and development within their respective areas of expertise. 
The society also maintains a well-visited website - www.barnlakarforeningen.se - which contains numerous clinical guidelines on a diverse range of paediatric topics, as well as educational and organisational information. 
The society publishes a bimonthly members’ journal called ”Barnläkaren”, and has close links with the scientific publication ”Acta Paediatrica”.
Every five years, the Swedish Paediatric Society awards the Rosén von Rosenstein award to eminent paediatric reserchers and clinicians, in memory of the ”founding father of paediatrics” as mentioned above.
The Swedish Paediatric Society also acts as an advisory board to various national authorities on issues pertaining to paediatrics and child health.

6. Year of joining IPA and suggestion to IPA on future development
The international links of the Swedish Paediatric Society date back a long time. In 1930, a successfully organised paediatric international congress took place in Stockholm. Since then, an intense international cooperation has ensued, including lively exchange programmes between paediatric faculties at Swedish universities and several international counterparts. 
Many Swedish paediatricians spend part of their working lives abroad, notably also in low-resource settings. There is also an active section within the Swedish Paediatric Association focusing on Global Child Health and the international challenges that face children and young people around the world in the 21st century.
The Swedish Paediatric Society has been a member of the IPA for a number of years and we value and cherish the international perspective and look forward to many years of productive and fruitful partnership ahead.
We hope that the IPA will continue to strive towards bringing paedatricians from all over the world together to meet the challenges of the future.
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